When Hurricane Katrina ravaged the Gulf Coast earlier this year,
the Friends University community didn't hesitate to help.

AN QUTPOURING or SUPPORT

FRIENDS UNIVERSITY RESPONDS TO HURRICANE VICTIMS

BY ERIN O'DONNELL

Perhaps because the magnitude
of the disaster was so vast, the re-
lief that poured forth took many
forms. For some, a small cash do-
nation was a sacrifice, but they
gave it freely. Others who were
touched by the tragedy gave
something even more precious to
the victims — their time.

The University’s official dona-
tion drive raised $2,240 in cash
and filled a van with supplies, said
organizer Connie Reimer, chair of
the Religion and Humanities Di-
vision. All donations went to
Dillon’s and the American Red
Cross for distribution.

Reimer said she knew many people on campus were search-
ing for a way to help, but that they felt overwhelmed by the
scale of need.

“I just thought it was the right thing to do,” Reimer said. “I
could have sent a check, but it seemed like students, faculty
and staff needed an opportunity to give.”

Reimer acted within days of the disaster, sending out dona-
tion requests via e-mail. The drive lasted approximately a
week. “If you have an initial reaction to something like that,
then I think you get more of a response,” she said.

One of the largest donors was the Edmund Stanley Library,
which donated $900 from its annual book sale to the cause,
said Assistant Library Director Max M. Burson.

At the Lenexa Educational Center, the Kansas City Alumni
Advisory Board led a food drive challenge in October. Stu-
dents in 15 classes competed to see who could contribute the
most. Organizational Management and Leadership cohort
number 309 collected 128 food items and were treated to a
pizza party in November. In all, more than 460 food items
were collected and donated to the Salvation Army.

In Fine Arts, students and staff took a different approach.
They opted to help fellow music students in the affected area,
knowing that arts programs wouldn’t be top priority in
schools struggling to rebuild.
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Senior Matt May, senior Brianna Brown, junior Jessica
Johnson and freshman Lauren Hett package donated
Singing Quaker dresses and marching band uniforms for
shipment to schools in Pass Christian, Miss.

The Singing Quaker women are
getting new dresses this year, and
senior Brianna Brown suggested
they donate the old dresses to
schools stricken by the hurricane,
said Amber Harshbarger, adminis-
trative assistant in Fine Arts.

“Brianna said she’d heard girls
talk about throwing the old ones
away,” Harshbarger said. “She
hated to think of them going on a
trash heap somewhere.”

So Harshbarger e-mailed their
idea to the Louisiana and Missis-
sippi chapters of the Music Edu-
cators Association. David
Chavers, music director for the schools in Pass Christian,
Miss., was the first to reply. Their high school colors are red,
white and blue, and the bright red Singing Quaker dresses
were a perfect fit.

About 25 dresses have been donated by alumni, and the de-
partment began collecting old band uniforms to send as well.

“David said they’d be glad not to do their first concert in
jeans,” Harshbarger said. “It will make such a difference to put
their choirs on stage and say, “This is something normal again.”

“Normal” is a relative term in the lives of the people Patsy
Zaruba sees in her job. The master’s student in marriage and
family therapy works with drug addicts at the Wichita Treat-
ment Center.

Within days of Katrina's assault, her boss asked if she would
be able to help at a methadone clinic in Baton Rouge. Five
New Orleans clinics were submerged in the flooding, sending
scores of patients to Baton Rouge for their next dose of
methadone, a treatment for addiction to opiates, or heroin.

After Zaruba agreed to go, she learned she might have no-
where to stay. “I felt this was a God thing,” she said, “and I left
on a plane with my sleeping bag, pillow and luggage to stay at
least a week.”

When she arrived, the clinic was in chaos. Lines of addicts
in severe withdrawal stretched into the street. In Zaruba’s ca-
pacity as a “guest doser,” she assessed patients and heard their



harrowing stories of loss and survival. Most often, they told
her, “we lost everything,” “we swam for our lives,” or “we can’t
find family members.”

Even in the midst of misery, Zaruba said she consistently
saw God at work. Down the street from the clinic, three large

crosses stood in a cemetery. One man suffering from with-
drawal was told to look for the crosses, keep going and there
would be someone to help him.

“How powerful that God was giving them signs,” Zaruba
said. “I was honored to work with this group, as addicts are
sometimes forgotten.”

Some of those at Friends who were most deeply affected by
the tragedy had personal ties to the Gulf Coast.

Kathy Edwards, media circulation coordinator at the Li-
brary, heard of the hurricane’s devastation from her best
friend, a New Orleans resident. The story inspired Edwards to
take up a collection from family members and forward the
proceeds to the University’s fund drive.

Information Services staff member Anne Baer spent several
agonizing days in Topeka waiting for news with her daughter-
in-law, Myra, whose family is spread throughout Louisiana
and Mississippi. “It was almost a week before Myra and her
family located a sister who was air-lifted from her home in
Gulfport,” Baer said.

Her co-workers supported her emotionally during that dif-
ficult time, Baer said, and even helped send supplies south to
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her daughter-in-law’s relatives, all of whom were safe but suf
fering tremendous losses. “This was no small kindness on
their part, and I cannot begin to express my appreciation for
their generosity and support,” Baer said.

Admissions representative Kara Giger received regular e
mail updates from a prospective Friends student in Baton

Rouge. High school senior Lacey Aldrich wrote of watching

her school and her city struggle to handle thousands of storm

evacuees; by fall, Baton Rouge had more than doubled its

n September, Aldrich wrote that her school enrolled 400
students in one week. "I might meet a really sweet new girl at
lunch on Tuesday, and then on Thursday I find out she has
moved out of town,” she said. “No one stays very long. As soon
as a big group moves out of Baton Rouge, however, just as
many people move in.

Even a month later, Aldrich wrote about how unpredictable
lite remained with such a transient population. Everyday er-

ands could take hours. “l never realized how much I took

population of 500,000

Friends University senior and Cancun
native Diana Suérez felt compelled to do
something to help Cancun after the area
was devastated by Hurricane Wilma,

“It's been difficult for me to be in
Wichita and see the devastation at
home,” Suérez said. "My family is fine,
but many others in the community
weren't so fortunate. | was thinking about
going home to help, but realized | would
just be another person to feed.”

She began thinking about what she
could do to help and started talking with
other students.

“I'm a voice major, and | realized there
is @ great amount of fine arts talent at
Friends,” Suérez said. "A benefit concert
made a lot of sense, and the other fine
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petty things like grocery shopping for granted.

arts students grew excited about it too.
Everyone: is pitching in'to help.”

The concert took place Thursday, Nov.
17. in Alumni Auditorium in the Davis Ad-
ministration Building. Admission, dona-
tions and a silent auction raised approxi-
mately $6,000 to benefit La Salle Univer-
sity in Cancin to help 15 university families
who were devastated by the hurricane
and to help the Avante School, a small el-
ementary school located in an economi-
cally challenged area on the outskirts of
Cancuin .

“Friends University has had a sister uni-
versity relationship and student exchange
program with La Salle University for 15
years," said Dr. Jerry Smartt, director of
foreign languages. “Students who have

traveled to Cancun have done volunteer
work at the Avante School since the need
1S so great. This area was particularly
hard-hit by the hurricane.”

Wichita Mayor Carlos Mayans traveled
to Cancun this past summer with a group
of Friends University exchange students
and Wichitan Emily Johnson to donate
clothes and supplies to the Avante School.

Smartt said Friends University's student
exchange program is affiliated with the
Sister Cities organization of the City of
Wichita. Wichita and Cancin began the
relationship in 1975.

Mayor Mayans and Friends University
President Dr. Biff Green made remarks and
encouraged attendees to make further do-
nations at the concert. During intermission,
a photo presentation showed some of the
devastation in the Cancun area.

A reception followed hosted by a
group of students from the Friends Uni-
versity theme house, Women of Whittier.
Friends University students who have
participated in the Cancln exchange had
an opportunity to share their experiences
during the reception.



